
 

 

 
Sunday 2-19-23 

 
 

First Reading 
Leviticus 19:1–2, 17–

18Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 103: 1–4,8,10,    

12–13 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 3:16–23 

 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 5:38–48 

 

We collect aluminum cans 
to recycle.  

This money goes to the 
upkeep of our cemetery. 

Leave cans in the kitchen in 
the can marked “Aluminum 

Cans” 

 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  --  February 19, 2023 
 

MASS  INTENTIONS. 
Sunday: Parishioners of St. Peter the Fisherman 

Tuesday:  Alice Sontag 
 

 

MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available in 
the Church vestibule on the 
literature rack and the Church 
Office. Please follow the 
instructions found with the 
cards. 
 

      The last two antitheses offered in the Sermon on the Mount 
deal with love of enemies. We should not look at “an eye for an 
eye” as an inordinately strict punishment. It is actually meant to 
limit acts of revenge by making sure the punishment is not 
excessive but fits the crime. However, Jesus asks his followers to 
take a different approach by resisting retaliation altogether. The 
response to a stronger person who slaps us on the cheek, takes us 
to court, or demands a service of us is not to resist. Similarly, for 
a weaker person, such as a beggar or borrower, we are to give 
him or her what he or she asks for. Those who are called to the 
Kingdom of Heaven are to go beyond the way the world usually 
works and serve God’s kingdom here on earth. 
     The other difficult demand of those who are called to the 
kingdom is to embrace the enemy. There is no command in the 
Old Testament to hate individuals in a personal or vindictive 
way. But there is a religious stance that calls one to hate evil and 
to distance oneself from those who participate in evil. In contrast, 
Matthew emphasizes that love of God and love of neighbor are 
the fundamental commands on which all else depend. Because 
God’s love is unconditional, we are to strive to love as God does, 
though, of course, it is challenging. Is it even possible? 
     The key is in the final verse. We are to be perfect as our 
heavenly father is perfect. Matthew uses the Greek word telos, 
which is probably better translated here as “complete.” We are 
not to be perfect as in doing everything correctly, that is, as in 
being absolutely morally correct. We are to be perfect as in 
striving to reach the completeness we are called to in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Attempting to love our enemies is part of 
striving for that completeness. 
                                                                             Loyola Press 

Please note: all new parishioners who would like  
a fob to enter church, please see Katie in the 
church office during business hours. 

NEW email address 
stpeteronc@gmail.com 
 



 

Offertory Baskets 
are in the back of the church. 

Rosary Sunday & Tuesday 10:05 before 
Mass in the chapel. 
An in home Friday Rosary at 9:00am, call 
Kathy Dougherty at 703 485-7978 for info.  
Come Join us,  
everyone is  
welcome. 

 

     Have you noticed 
how, after years of being 
together, some married 
couples actually begin to 
resemble one another? 
It's not that they 
necessarily look alike, 
but they have gradually 
conformed to one 
another — or, better said, 
they have engaged in a 
process of mutual co-
formation. The same 
happens to good friends. 
     We humans are 
natural mimics — we 
assume the gestures 
actions and attitudes of 
those we admire. 
     No wonder our 
creator instructed Moses 
to tell the Israelites, "Be 
holy, for I am holy." If 
we are going to mimic, 
we can't go wrong with 
God as our model. Our 
image of God will 
determine not only our 
concept of holiness, but 
also our sense of justice 
and of what it means to 
love and live a good life. 
 

STATIONS OF  
THE CROSS  
every Tuesday  
at 10 am. 
Starting 
Feb. 28th UNTIL Easter. 
 

Last Sunday Offerings 
Regular Collection $ 2630. 

Capital Improvements $ 128. 
Shrine $ 16.. 

Each week the flowers on the altar may 
be given in honor of or in memory of 
someone you love. Make a donation 
using the envelopes labeled flowers  
located in the church foyer. 

Please Note: If you want to add 
someone (with their permission) to the 
prayer list, call the church office 249-
3687, and speak with Katie, or email 
her at stpeteronc@gmail.com.  

252 249 6306 

 

 
Father Ignatius thank you for 

celebrating Mass with us. 

                      Prayer Requests 
                      Please keep all of the men                        
                      and women in the armed           
                      forces and our allies who  
work daily to keep us free and those who 
have returned either broken of mind or  
body in your weekly prayers. 
 

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following parishioners,  
relatives and friends in your prayers 
throughout this week. 
 

  Buddy Bell 
  Joshua Bonner 

William Broderick 
Bill Falquero 
Dot Hagerman 
Donna Heatherington 
Alice Hisada  

  Juan Hisada  
  Tim Honeycutt 
  Santa Klotz  
   

 

Madeline Labetti 
Terri Little 
Michelle Noevere 
Bob Parker 
Patrick Reynolds 
Michael Showfety 
Mary Thumann 
Dennis Vagnone 
Ken Whitford 
Arthur Wikander 
 

Low Gluten Hosts are 
available.  

 

Please let an 
usher or the 
sacristan 
know before 
Mass. 

We are asking for  
parishioners to bring to  
church your palms from  
last year, we use them for ashes on Ash 
Wednesday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL SOULS’ DAY PROJECT 
 
Looking for members of the parish who are 
creative and able to do needlepoint or 
embroidery work. 
If you would like to  
know more about the  
project - which does  
NOT mean you are  
interested in participating  
please email Mary Lou Infinito at  
 volunteermarylou@yahoo.com  
by March 3rd. 
Thank - You for your consideration. 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  
 

February 22 at 5:00 pm. 



 

Offertory Baskets 
are in the back of the church. 

Rosary Sunday & Tuesday 10:05 before 
Mass in the chapel. 
An in home Friday Rosary at 9:00am, call 
Kathy Dougherty at 703 485-7978 for info.  
Come Join us,  
everyone is  
welcome. 

 

STATIONS OF  
THE CROSS  
every Tuesday  
at 10 am. 
Starting 
Feb. 28th until Easter. 
 

 
Father Ignatius thank you for 

celebrating Mass with us. 

     Have you noticed 
how, after years of being 
together, some married 
couples actually begin to 
resemble one another? 
It's not that they 
necessarily look alike, 
but they have gradually 
conformed to one 
another — or, better said, 
they have engaged in a 
process of mutual co-
formation. The same 
happens to good friends. 
     We humans are 
natural mimics — we 
assume the gestures 
actions and attitudes of 
those we admire. 
     No wonder our 
creator instructed Moses 
to tell the Israelites, "Be 
holy, for I am holy." If 
we are going to mimic, 
we can't go wrong with 
God as our model. Our 
image of God will 
determine not only our 
concept of holiness, but 
also our sense of justice 
and of what it means to 
love and live a good life. 
 

***This is the last week to  
bring your palms to  
church from last year. 
We use them for ashes on Ash 
Wednesday. 
 

Last Sunday Offerings 
Regular Collection $ 2630. 

Capital Improvements $ 128. 
Shrine $ 16. 

Each week the flowers on the altar may 
be given in honor of or in memory of 
someone you love. Make a donation 
using the envelopes labeled flowers  
located in the church foyer. 

Please Note: If you want to add 
someone (with their permission) to the 
prayer list, call the church office 249-
3687, and speak with Katie, or email 
her at stpeteronc@gmail.com.  

252 249 6306 

 

 

 

                      Prayer Requests 
                      Please keep all of the men                        
                      and women in the armed           
                      forces and our allies who  
work daily to keep us free and those who 
have returned either broken of mind or  
body in your weekly prayers. 
 

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Please keep the following parishioners,  
relatives and friends in your prayers 
throughout this week. 
 

  Buddy Bell 
  Joshua Bonner 

William Broderick 
Bill Falquero 
Dot Hagerman 
Donna Heatherington 
Alice Hisada  

  Juan Hisada  
  Tim Honeycutt 
  Santa Klotz  
   

 

Madeline Labetti 
Terri Little 
Michelle Noevere 
Bob Parker 
Patrick Reynolds 
Michael Showfety 
Mary Thumann 
Dennis Vagnone 
Ken Whitford 
Arthur Wikander 
 

Low Gluten Hosts are 
available.  

 

Please let an 
usher or the 
sacristan 
know before 
Mass. 

 

ALL SOULS’ DAY PROJECT 
 
Looking for members of the parish who are 
creative and able to do needlepoint or 
embroidery work. 
If you would like to  
know more about the  
project - which does  
NOT mean you are  
interested in participating  
please email Mary Lou Infinito at  
 volunteermarylou@yahoo.com  
by March 3rd. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  
 

February 22 at 5:00 pm. 

Second Collection this week is for 
Aid to the church in Central and 
Eastern Europe 



 

 

 
Sunday 2-19-23 

 
 

First Reading 
Leviticus 19:1–2, 17–18 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 103: 1–4,8,10,    

12–13 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 3:16–23 

 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 5:38–48 

 

We collect aluminum cans 
to recycle.  

This money goes to the 
upkeep of our cemetery. 

Leave cans in the kitchen in 
the can marked “Aluminum 

Cans” 

 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  --  February 19, 2023 
 

MASS  INTENTIONS. 
Sunday: Parishioners of St. Peter the Fisherman 

Tuesday:  Alice Sontag 
 

 

MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available in 
the Church vestibule on the 
literature rack and the Church 
Office. Please follow the 
instructions found with the 
cards. 
 

      The last two antitheses offered in the Sermon on the Mount 
deal with love of enemies. We should not look at “an eye for an 
eye” as an inordinately strict punishment. It is actually meant to 
limit acts of revenge by making sure the punishment is not 
excessive but fits the crime. However, Jesus asks his followers to 
take a different approach by resisting retaliation altogether. The 
response to a stronger person who slaps us on the cheek, takes us 
to court, or demands a service of us is not to resist. Similarly, for 
a weaker person, such as a beggar or borrower, we are to give 
him or her what he or she asks for. Those who are called to the 
Kingdom of Heaven are to go beyond the way the world usually 
works and serve God’s kingdom here on earth. 
     The other difficult demand of those who are called to the 
kingdom is to embrace the enemy. There is no command in the 
Old Testament to hate individuals in a personal or vindictive 
way. But there is a religious stance that calls one to hate evil and 
to distance oneself from those who participate in evil. In contrast, 
Matthew emphasizes that love of God and love of neighbor are 
the fundamental commands on which all else depend. Because 
God’s love is unconditional, we are to strive to love as God does, 
though, of course, it is challenging. Is it even possible? 
     The key is in the final verse. We are to be perfect as our 
heavenly father is perfect. Matthew uses the Greek word telos, 
which is probably better translated here as “complete.” We are 
not to be perfect as in doing everything correctly, that is, as in 
being absolutely morally correct. We are to be perfect as in 
striving to reach the completeness we are called to in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Attempting to love our enemies is part of 
striving for that completeness. 
                                                                             Loyola Press 

Please note: all new parishioners who would like  
a fob to enter church, please see Katie in the 
church office during business hours. 

NEW email address 
stpeteronc@gmail.com 
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